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Overall Hate Crime Down, But Violent Hate Crime Up in Los Angeles In First Half of 2018 

 

 
 
 

After years of consecutive sharp double digit annual increases, Los Angeles, saw hate crimes 
decline by 6.8 percent* in the first half of 2018. Violent hate crimes, however, bucked that 
overall drop, rising 8.3 percent.  Hate crime overall in the city in the first half of 2018 dropped 
from 133 to 124, while violent hate crime rose from 72 to 78. In contrast violent crime in 
general fell 2.8 percent partial year 2018.  *[See Los Angeles in table infra p. 6 and explanation]. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation defines hate crimes as criminal offenses “motivated in 
whole or in part by an offender’s bias against a race, religion, disability, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity.” The LAPD also enumerates non-criminal 
bigoted incidents reported to them that do not rise to the level of a prosecutable offense and 
those declined from 75 to 68 or 9 percent in the first six months of the year. Sexual orientation 
incidents rose from 15 to 21, while religion hate incidents declined from 28 to 16 and race/ethnic 
incidents dropped from 32 to 30. 



 

Criminal Offenses                  
For the first half of 2018 the steepest hate crime offense declines were: 

•miscellaneous “other” category of offenses which dropped from 15 to 5 or 66 percent,  
•vandalisms which fell from 45 to 38 or 15.6 percent,  and                         
•robbery which dropped to one from 4.  

Assaults rose 15.6 percent from 45 to 52, while criminal threats rose by 3 from 22 to 25. There 
were no reported bias homicides or rapes in the city in 2018,  but In neighboring Orange 
County, hate crime enhancements were filed in early August against an alleged “Atomwaffen 
Division” member facing trial for the brutal January killing of gay college student Blaze 
Bernstein. The LAPD, did, however, report one homicide in the first half of 2017. There were 
three other bias homicides in the state in 2017 according to the Attorney General, all racially 
motivated committed by a lone black nationalist assailant in Fresno. A March 2016 murder of a 
gay man by his father resulted in a conviction with a hate crime enhancement, but it was not 
initially classified as such by the LAPD. 

 
 
Data drawn from the Hate Crime Report by Los Angeles Police Department, July 14, 2017.   
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For the first six months of 2018, anti-gay hate crime remained flat at 34, despite a decline of 8 
cases or 24 percent in attacks against gay males. Anti-lesbian crimes rose from one to four. 
Even with the decline gay males were once again the most targeted group in the city, 
followed, by African-Americans at 22 hate crimes, down from 31 for a 29 percent decline. 
Jews were the third most targeted group at 17, down from 21, followed by Latinos at 16, up 
from 14. Transgender people were targeted 8 times, down from 11 in the first half of 2017, 
while anti-white crimes were up by 2 to 7. There was only one anti-Muslim hate crime, down 
from 5 the year before, but anti-Arab hate crime rose from none in the first half of last year to 5 
in 2018. Racial crimes overall fell by 4 to 58, while religion hate crime dropped 3 to 24. 
There were nine school related and four immigration related hate crimes, as both increased. 

Gay males have been the single most targeted group in Los Angeles since 2016.  
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2018 Hate Crime in Other Large U.S. Cities 

Of the largest American cities with partial year 2018 data, Los Angeles, again, had the second 
highest number of hate crimes, as well as the smallest decline of those registering a 
decrease. In contrast, New York, the nation’s largest city with 8.5 million residents and more 
than double the population of Los Angeles, registered a 16.8 percent decline with 164 hate 
crimes in the first six months of the year. Hate crime in America’s six largest cities for partial 
year 2018 fell more precipitously than Los Angeles, declining 14.5% percent overall in partial 
year comparisons with 2017. Los Angeles, like about half the cities of surveyed with 2018 
partial year totals that were above pro-rata five year averages as well as one of several where 
sexual orientation was the top category. Seven cities were up, five down and two unchanged. 
Race was the most common bias motivation in the plurality of cities.  

 

 

 

 

Los Angeles Hate Crime By Cateogory: Jan to June 2018

Gender Physical/Mental Disability Race/Ethnicity Religion Sexual Orientation



Partial Year 2018 Hate Crime By Jurisdiction 

 

City/ Rank 2018 
Hate 
Crime 

2017 
Hate 
Crime  

Change   Period   Population 

New York, NY      (1) 164 197 -17% 1st ½  Anti-Sem. 75, SO 33,  
Af-Am. 21, Muslim 10  

8,550,000 

Los Angeles, CA  (2)  124        134  ̂ -7.5% 1st ½  SO(Male) 25, Af-Am. 22, Anti-Sem. 
17, Latino 16, TR 8 

4,007,000 

Chicago, IL           (3)   30 39 -23% 1st 1/2 7 Af-Am., SO(Male) 6, White 4, 
Anti-Sem. 3, Transg. 2, Muslim 2 

2,720,000 

Houston, TX        (4)  15 11*/6 +150% 1st ½  Race 7, SO 4, Rel. 4 2,296,000 

Phoenix, AZ         (5) 35 60 -42% 1st Q  Af-Am. 14, SO(Male) 5, White 5, 
Mult-Race 5, Anti-Sem. 2, Latino 2 

1,620,000 

Philadelphia, PA (6)   15 12 +25% 1st ½  N/A 1,560,00 

TOP 6 U.S. Cities  383 448 -14.5% 1st ½ 
except 
Phoenix 

Anti-Sem., Af-Am., SO; Most 
Common 

 

San Francisco   (13) 40 16 +150%  Race/Eth. 19, Sexual Orient 12, 
Relig. 8, Race&SO 1 

 

Seattle, WA          (18) 40 61 -34% 1st ½  SO 9, Af-Am 7, White 4, 
Anti-Sem. 4, Multi 4, Latino 2 

704,000 

Denver, CO          (19) 28 33 -15% 1st ½  Af-Am 9, Latino 6, SO(Male)4, SO 
3, 1 ea: Anti-Sem., Muslim, Dis., 
White 

693,000 

Washington, DC  (21) 84 72 +17% 1st ½  SO 27, Race 21, Eth. 18, 
Gender/ID 12, Rel. 4 

681,000 

Louisville, KY        (29) 6 6   -- 1st ½  Af-Am 4, TR 1, Multi 1 616,000 

Sacramento, CA  (35) 4 2 +100% 1st Q SO 3, Af-Am. 1 495,000 

Miami, FL             (42) 0 0     -- Thru 3/31 N/A 453,000 

Nassau County, NY 8 56*/23 -65% Thru 4/25 Anti-Sem. 7, Af-Am. 1S 1,360,000 

*Pro Rata Est. 
^LA had 2 data sets which 
varied by 1 showing 133 & 
134 hate crime in 1st 6mos 
2017, making declines 
6.8/7.5% 

      



 

 

 

Table courtesy of LAPD 



Los Angeles Hate Crime In Prior Years 

Last year hate crime in the city rose 10.8 percent from 229 to 254  for the fourth consecutive 
annual increase according to the LAPD. However, State Attorney General data deviated 
somewhat from the city’s initial data release, showing an even larger 15.9 percent increase 
for hate crime in the city in 2017, with a rise from 227 to 263. Annual full year hate crime totals 
in Los Angeles have steadily trended up since 2013, when they hit a century low of 114.  

Crime overall in the city also rose in 2017, albeit at a slower pace with violent crime up 3.8 
percent and property crime up one percent in 2017.  

Consistent with state and national findings, the Fourth Quarter of 2016, around the time of the 
presidential election, saw hate crimes spike in Los Angeles by 27.7 percent over the 
previous year. That was in line with FBI national data showing a 25.9% increase. The three 
days with the most hate crime in the state in 2016 immediately followed election day.  

The 2017 increase in hate crime reported by the LAPD, was driven in part by the 23 crimes 
targeting the transgender community, which increased by 187 percent. For 2017, Los 
Angeles registered the greatest number of hate crimes since 2008 when the city recorded 280 
hate crimes. The other most frequent bias incidents types in 2017 were anti-gay, 64 up 52 
percent; anti-Black 55, up two percent; anti-Semitic, 37, unchanged; and anti-Hispanic, 
32, up 28 percent. There were also 10 anti-white crimes and six anti-Muslim hate crimes in 
the city.  The most common type of offenses were property damage/vandalism, 82; Simple 
assault, 53; aggravated assault, 46, and criminal threat, 44. Aggravated assaults rose 28 
percent, but the increase occurred following a definitional change.  

 

 

 

Anti-Jewish Sexual Orientation Anti-Muslim Anti-Black Other
150 45 36 33 17

Anti-Gay (M) Anti-Black Anti-Jewish Anti-Hispanic Anti-Transgender
64 55 37 32 23

Anti-Black Anti-Jewish Anti-Islamic Anti-Gay (M) Anti-White
16 16 8 7 4

Anti-Religion Sexual Orientation Race/Ethnicity Gender Identity
6 2 2 1

Anti-Race Anti-Religion Anti-Sexual Orientation Gender Identity
19 14 4 3

Anti-Black Anti-Gay (M) Anti-White Anti-Jewish Anti-Hispanic
74 32 28 27 25

Anti-Black Anti-Muslim Other
4 2 1

Anti-Black Anti-Jewish Anti-LGBTQ Anti-Islamic Anti-Gay (M)
10 7 6 5 5

Anti-Gay (M) Anti-Black Anti-Race/Ethnicity
12 2 1

Anti-Black Anti-Jewish Anti-Gay (M) Anti-Hispanic/Latino Anti-Islamic/Muslim
13 7 7 6 2

Anti-Race/Ethnicity Anti-Sexual Orientation Anti-Religious Anti-Gender
18 11 8 4

Anti-LGBTQ Anti-Black Anti-Transgender Anti-Hispanic Anti-White
28 26 10 7 6

Anti-Black Anti-Jewish Anti-Gay/Lesbian Anti-Transgender Anti-Homosexual
14 10 6 5 3

Anti-Sexual Orientation Anti-Race Anti-Ethnicity Anti-Gender Identity Anti-Religion
56 47 14 13 12

Anti-Black Anti-LGBTQ Anti-Indian (Asian) Anti-Islamic Anti-Hispanic
51 42 14 10 8

Anti-Homosexual Anti-Black Anti-White Anti-Multi Racial Anti-Other Ethnicity
17 10 5 4 2

Notes
1. Some cities did not report specific bias-type subcategories
2. Seattle hate crimes involved only malicious harassment incidents
3. Texas data from Texas Department of Public Safety  

Detroit, MI

na

na naDallas, TX
San Jose, CA

Seattle, WA
San Francisco, CA

na

Philadelphia, PA na

Phoenix, AZ
San Antonio, TX na na

New York City, NY
Los Angeles, CA

Boston, MA

Chicago, IL
Houston, TX

San Diego, CA

District of Columbia
Denver, CO



Los Angeles Hate Crime By Area: 2014-2016 [Chart: CA State Auditor Report 2017-131] 

 
 
2018 California State Audit 
After the legislature acted upon a 2017 recommendation of the Center for the Study of Hate & 
Extremism and others, the California State Auditor released a report on hate crime in May. The 
report found deficiencies in how over 200 hundred police agencies throughout the state 
categorize, investigate and respond to hate crime. The LAPD was one of four agencies 
subjected to on-site in depth analysis and the agency was found to have misclassified three of 
fifteen “hate incidents” incorrectly when they should have been listed as crimes, although the 



department disputes that finding. In addition the audit found that from 2014 to 2016 14 percent 
or 89 of 622 hate crimes in Los Angeles were not reported to the state Department of Justice, 
which collects the data. The LAPD updated training, policies and procedures in 2016, but some 
of the errors occurred after that. The audit found, “LA Police should update its hate crime policy 
and provide sufficient guidance and oversight to its officers and staff” and improve community 
outreach. The audit also noted, “Furthermore, a 2013 study found that in Los Angeles County, 
44 percent of Latinos surveyed noted that they are less likely to report crimes to law 
enforcement officers because they are afraid the police will ask them or the people they know 
about their immigration status.” The LAPD has a policy protecting crime victims respecting 
immigration status. Despite the audit’s findings, Los Angeles reports higher levels of hate crime 
per capita than any of the ten largest cities in the United States.  
 
Hate Crime Across Multiple Jurisdictions 
Our study also found hate crimes in ten of California’s largest cities rose 19 percent in 2017, 
for the fourth annual consecutive increase in a row and the highest number for those cities, 
since at least 2010. Our more broad national sample of over three dozen large American cities 
showed a smaller 12 percent increase in 2017, for a fourth consecutive annual increase as well, 
while the nation’s ten largest cities hate crimes experienced a 12.5 percent to the highest total 
in over a decade. 

Hate crimes in California’s largest cities have increased in recent years with the seven largest 
all increasing in 2017. 

Hate Crime in California Cities: 2010-2017 

 

 

Population
City or County  (millions) 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010

Los Angeles, CA 254 229 200 152 *114 *124 *170 *138
2 11% 15% 32% 33% -8% -27% 23%

San Diego, CA 41 35 36 *37 *43 *34 *42 *49
8 17% -3% -3% -14% 26% -19% -14%

San Jose, CA 44 19 6 11 *15 *15 *32 *24
10 132% 217% -45% -27% nc -53% 33%

San Francisco, CA 41 35 28 *22 *24 *35 *46 *63
13 17% 25% 27% -8% -31% -24% -27%

Fresno, CA 13 12 11 *12 *10 *8 *2 *6
34 8% 9% -8% 20% 25% 300% -67%

Sacramento, CA 10 6 8 *7 *16 *16 *17 *25
35 67% -25% 14% -56% nc -6% -32%

Long Beach, CA 18 9 *12 *10 *5 *4 *6 *10
39 100% -25% 20% 100% 25% -33% -40%

Anaheim, CA 1 *1 *0 *0 *0 *1 *5 *1
56 nc na nc nc na -80% 400%

Riverside, CA 6 9 8 13 16 12 25 21
59 -33% 13% -38% -19% 33% -52% 19%

San Bernardino, CA 5 9 4 1 4 1 2 3
100 -44% 125% 300% -75% 300% -50% -33%

433 364 313 265 247 250 347 340

19% 16% 18% 7% -1% -28% 2%
Notes
1. nc: no change
2. *Denotes cell data obtained from FBI Uniform Crime Reports: Hate Crimes (https://ucr.fbi.gov/hate-crime)
3. Number under city name indicates city population size national rank
4. Three Hate Crime Homicides in Fresno in 2017

0.889

1.030

1.410

3.970

TOTAL: CA CITIES 9.678

0.325

0.216

0.522

0.495

0.470

0.351



For the California cities we analyzed there was a 64 percent increase from 2014 to 2017, 
while the state overall had a smaller 44 percent increase. Over the last few years hate crime in 
California has increased far more more than the nation overall.  

Of the ten California cities we studied, seven cities went up, two went down, and one was 
unchanged, but the state’s four largest cities all registered double digit percentage 
increases.  The Inland Empire cities of Riverside and San Bernardino, which report far fewer 
hate crimes, in only the single digits, reported sharp declines last year.  

Last month the California Attorney General’s findings were released, showing a slightly lower, 
17.4 percent increase in hate crime across the state, the third double digit percentage 
increase in a row. The 1,093 hate crime events in the state were the first time since 2011 that 
hate crime totaled over 1000, but totals are still less than half the record 2,263 hate crimes 
enumerated in 2001- the year of the September 11 terror attacks.  

 

 

 
Data drawn from the Hate Crime in California Report, 2017 from California Department of Justice.  
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Last year’s reported 254 hate crime total by the LAPD was the highest since 2008. Even if  
2018’s half year decline extends to the whole year, it would still be the second worst year in 
a decade. The 123 percent increase in Los Angeles hate crime from 2013-2107 far outpaced 
the rise found in the nation’s ten largest cities overall, which rose only 52 percent in the same 
period. FBI national data for 2017 is not available until November, but the Center is forecasting 
a moderate increase overall, with some significant variance across certain target groups and 
jurisdictions. The Center forecasts a decline nationally in hate crime for 2018, but only for the 
first half of the year, and is abstaining from a full year forecast for both Los Angeles and the 
nation overall.  

Hate Crimes in California
by Bias Motivation Category, 2017

Race/ethnicity/national origin Religion Sexual orientation

Physical/mental disability Gender Multiple-bias total



2017 Hate Crimes By City 

 

Los Angeles Demographic Statistics from U.S. Census Bureau 

 

 



The Los Angeles Metro Area Has The Largest Number of Latino Residents in The U.S.  

 
 
Source: Pew Research/U.S. Census 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jewish Population: 2016 In 21 Largest U.S. MSAs  (Metropolitan Statistical Area: Census) 

MSA Rank  MSA Name  
Population  

% Jewish  
Total a  Jewish 

1  New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA  20,182,305  2,140,300  10.6%  
2  Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA  13,340,068  617,480  4.6%  
3  Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI  9,551,031  294,280  3.1%  
4  Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX  7,102,796  75,005  1.1%  
5  Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX  6,656,947  45,640  0.7%  

6  Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-
DE-MD  6,069,875  292,350  4.8%  

7  Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-
MD-WV  6,097,684  217,390  3.6%  

8  Miami-Fort Lauderdale-W Palm Beach, FL  6,012,331  565,025  9.4%  
9  Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA  5,710,795  119,800  2.1%  
10  Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH  4,774,321  238,560  5.0%  
11  San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA  4,656,132  295,850  6.4%  
12  Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ  4,574,531  82,900  1.8%  
13  Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA  4,489,159  23,625  0.5%  
14  Detroit-Warren-Livonia, MI  4,302,043  67,000  1.6%  
15  Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA  3,733,580  61,100  1.6%  
16  Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI  3,524,583  44,500  1.3%  
17  San Diego-Carlsbad, CA  3,299,521  100,000  3.0%  
18  Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL  2,975,225  58,350  2.0%  
19  Denver Aurora-Lakewood, CO  2,814,330  95,000   

20  St. Louis, MO-IL  2,811,588  61,300  1.9%  
21  Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD  2,979,407  115,400  3.9%  
Total Population in Top 21 MSAs  125,658,252  5,533,780  4.4%  
Total US Population  321,418,820  6,856,305  2.1%  
Percentage of Population in Top 21 MSAs  39.1%  80.7%   

a Source: www.census.gov (July 1, 2015 estimates) 
Notes: 1) See www.census.gov/population/metro/files/lists/2009/List1.txt or the List of Metropolitan 
Statistical Areas article in Wikipedia for a list of the counties included in each MSA; 2) Total Jewish 
population of 5,533,780 excludes 77,075 part-year residents who are included in MSAs 8, 13, and 18; 3) 
The total number of American Jews is probably about 6.7- 6.8 million due to some double-counting 
between states (Sheskin and Dashefsky 2006) /American Jewish Yearbook. 
Note: MSA’s are larger in both area and population than the main cities enumerated elsewhere in report 
Source: http://www.jewishdatabank.org/Studies/downloadFile.cfm?FileID=3557 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
 

 



Various LAPD Documents Relating To Hate Crime Policy and Outreach  
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